Mycoplasma pulmonis 46-kDa trypsin-resistant protein adheres to rat tracheal epithelial cells.
Results of competitive binding studies with radiolabeled and unlabeled Mycoplasma pulmonis and rat tracheal explant cultures indicated no effect of trypsin treatment on the ability of M. pulmonis to bind to explants. A trypsin-resistant 46-kDa membrane protein, which binds isolated rat tracheal epithelial cells in culture, was purified and used to produce specific antibodies that block adhesion of mycoplasmas to tracheal explants. These results suggest that M. pulmonis adheres to rat tracheal epithelium via a trypsin-resistant 46-kDa protein.